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Abstract

     Throughout our lives, we all tell stories; whether they are to educate, convince, amuse, inspire, 
or motivate. They ultimately extend into our livelihood and the spaces we inhabit, transforming 
the space into a tale through the art of architecture, interior, and spatial design. Even so, not all 
stories successfully capture the interest of their audience or get across the points they intended 
to. 

   Countless live performances have demonstrated the value of spatial design, as they provide 
background imagery and help structure the show’s narrative. Be it any kind of live performance, 
theatrical show, brand story, fashion show, or concert, the environment that captures and en-
closes the audience into the new world helps bind the event together.

    This paper aims to analyze all the possibilities that set design methodologies and spatial ar-
chitecture can help enhance and improve the audience’s experience.

   The research will explore how spatial design components; like lighting, interactive features, 
and set arrangements, work in tandem with visual storytelling methods to achieve memorable 
and captivating experiences.

    This study examines the intricate details of set design strategies that support immersive sto-
rytelling and their effect on viewer engagement. Using a qualitative research methodology com-
bining theoretical frameworks, case studies, and real-world advice from professionals in the 
field, the research aims to thoroughly grasp how set designers can be crucial in creating expe-
riences for people who enjoy live performances and will remember and find them emotionally 
stirring.

Keywords: Set design; aesthetics; visualize; narrative; spatial; design; storytelling; performanc-
es
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Introduction

   Live performances are an artistic expression that people of all ages enjoy. They are powerful mediums that transcend the digital 
era and provide spectators with a remarkable experience. Live events capture and connect people in ways that digital media cannot 
match, whether it’s through the raw emotion of a theatrical play, the explosive intensity of a music concert, or the hypnotic spectacle 
of a dance performance.

     The main objectives of producers and creators in a live performance are to engage the audience and create immersive experiences. 
From the carefully choreographed movements on stage to the immersive use of lighting and set design, live performances engage the 
senses and stir emotions, leaving a lasting impact.

     Artists can create strong emotional reactions and communicate intricate storylines by carefully combining composition, symbolism, 
and imagery. When combined with spatial design, which includes the actual placement and manipulation of lighting, sets, and other 
elements, a multidimensional canvas is created that draws the audience into the desired world. Performers can make their audiences 
more interested and remember their performances by carefully weighing the use of spatial design and visual storytelling.

    However, it can be challenging to draw in audiences. The level of engagement can be evaluated through several methods such as 
physical engagement, emotional response, and attention span. Traditional methods of engagement must adapt to meet modern de-
mands as technology continues to evolve and audience expectations shift.

Importance of Spatial Design in Performances 

     Staging plays a crucial role in making immersive and impactful live performances from the layout of props and set pieces to the situ-
ation of performing artists and lighting plan, organizing sets the scene for the unfurling story and shapes the by and large involvement 
of entertainers and watchers. A unified and immersive atmosphere that draws the audience into the narrative being told is created by 
the arrangement of props, the placement of performers on stage, and even the color and texture selections.

     Furthermore, stage design is essential in guiding the audience’s attention and focus during the performance. Directors and design-
ers can guide the audience’s attention to crucial scenes, characters, or visual clues that advance the story by purposefully placing on-
screen characters and important elements on stage. Blocking, surroundings, and sightlines are just a few of the techniques employed 
during the design process to help enhance the story and ensure that the audience stays focused and involved in the performance. It’s 
used to create visually stunning and exciting moments that captivate audiences and make an impression. Arranging may enhance 
performance by creating significant and memorable sequences that stay with viewers long after the lights go down. This is achieved 
through creative set designs, inventive use of space, and dynamic performer development.

Objective

   The purpose of this study is to investigate the methods through which spatial design along visual storytelling work together to 
enhance the experience of the audience. The study aims to investigate how the two work together to transmit narratives, provoke 
emotions, and establish connections between performers and the audience. A few examples to help understand different methods and 
approaches utilized by professionals in creating captivating story experiences. 

    This research paper will help understand the association of these two creatives and the potential of these intersections to help us 
navigate the constantly changing field of artistic expression and open doors to new levels of artistic innovation and audience interac-
tion. 

Literature Review

     Over the last few years, comprehensive research has been done to understand the approach and ideology applied to engage people 
and create immersive experiences. Though literature does not directly state the current topic, it aids it in some form or another.
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    Jacqueline Armada explains the importance of creating sustainable and temporary spaces that have a lasting impact, in her paper 
Sustainable Ephemeral [1]. The paper explores the concept of creating temporary architecture that seeks to create a fleeting experi-
ence while having a lasting impact. It further discusses sustainable materials and maximizing sensation to maximize the emotional 
impact that a temporal building creates. But fails to mention the importance of the context and goals of the project before deciding to 
pursue sustainable and ephemeral architecture. 

    To discuss further the psychological impact, multiple sources suggest the impact of color and its psychological effects on people. 
The Effect of Color on Audience Response in Scenic Design [2] elaborates further on it while also adding about the physiological and 
negative impacts of color in a space can have on a person. The research concludes with an examination of how cultural, social, religious, 
and historical links to color. Choosing color is a very conscious part of the set design process and is made to evoke certain feelings and 
emotions.

     Research through a few design-based projects has been studied to get a better understanding of storytelling and immersive experi-
ences for people and how they can be improved with the help of technology. 

     The EMOTIVE Project [3] was conducted to create digital cultural heritage experiences that engage visitors emotionally and connect 
them to others using the six conceptual frameworks: Story, Emotions, Mechanics, Social Interaction, Aesthetics, and Technology. The 
target audience being the authors and the visitors, the aim was to design a framework of best practices and guidelines for emotive 
storytelling, to develop methods of reconstructing physical space and objects in digital form, to investigate the production of physical 
artefacts to enhance the visitor experience and to develop and apply a methodology for evaluating the tools and experiences. However, 
engaging with different cultural heritage practitioners to test its toolset in real-world settings is very challenging but crucial and the 
expertise required to run the equipment makes this method suitable for lab experiments and challenging for applied use in the natural 
settings of the cultural sector.

    Hands-off Interactive Storytelling [4] on the other hand is a project which aims to achieve a deeper narrative immersion where the 
user can avoid breaking the immersion, or a ‘‘pullback ‘‘ produced by the consciousness of the interactive device. The prototype ex-
plores a possible way to avoid the pull-back and break of diegetic immersion, relying on both a hands-off interactive mechanism and a 
more intuitive decision-making process, in which choices are made by the stimuli that drive the user’s navigation in the dramatic space. 
Despite this prototype creating an immersive environment for dramatic purposes, it may not be suitable for all types of storytelling. 

     The existing literature also focuses on production and architecture. Whether in film or architecture, the use of narrative can provide 
structure to the experience encountered as the viewer moves through space [5]. The Spatial Context of The Cinematic Aspect discusses 
the potential impact of film production and the detection of cinematic effects on the quality of architectural and urban space [6] but 
does not focus on potential factors that may influence architectural practice and space. But when it comes to the theatre’s architecture, 
it highlights the importance of integrating objects and actors to create an atmosphere and the creative process of bringing visuals from 
the stage space to the audience’s mind-space. Visual Theatre [7], written by Satyabrata Rout, discusses the principles of scenographic 
experiences, such as the importance of creating a harmonious bond between actors and the audience and the use of symbolic gestures 
and posters to create imageries in Indian classical performance. Various techniques are used in scenographic experiences in visual 
theatre, such as exploring an empty space where interactions can take place with the help of moving objects such as props, costumes, 
and masks. 

    Rout also discusses cinema and architecture, scenography in theatre, psychological aspects, ephemeral architecture, and sustain-
ability, although it does not directly address the topic of this current research. A few projects also focused on enhancing immersive 
experience and bringing all communities together using digital media and advanced technologies. Understanding these topics helps 
recognize the role of set and spatial design in different fields and its obvious impacts on viewers. Combining all the findings and the 
limitations that appeared through these research papers helps to conclude the various techniques and approaches involved in creating 
an immersive environment and achieving suitable results.
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Methodology

     Through the review of existing literature, we can conclude that not much has elaborated on this specific research topic. We will ex-
plore set design in live performances more rigorously while also studying the methods employed to get the desired effects to support 
the current research. 

    A case study method will be employed to understand the vision and the creative process behind each performance. works from dif-
ferent types of live performances and designers will be studied and analyzed through different classifications and approaches.

     The case studies chosen are different kinds of live events/ performances- like fashion shows, concerts, and theatrical drama. Under 
each of these categories, three different examples will be further discussed based on their concept, space planning, light and sound 
design, and the use of materials.

     The case study examples were selected based on well-known and popular categories, but there are many other types as well, such as 
street festivals and award shows, all of which have varying scales. As a result, the application of spatial design will depend on the scale, 
the space’s typology, and its motto. This research focuses on 3 categories namely - Fashion shows, concerts, theatre/play.

Categories Title of Project/Event/Show Lens of analysis
Fashion Show Dior’s Spring Summer 2023 womenswear show Concept 

 
Space Planning 
 
 
Light and Sound

Material and Technique

Bottega Veneta Autumn Winter 2024 womenswear show
FENDI ‘s SS21 haute couture show

Concert The Weeknd’s stage set at the Coachella music festival
The 1975’s latest world tour
Nature Concert Hall

Theatre/Play Theatre Basel’s production of Verdi’s Rigoletto
Dutch National Touring Opera’s production of L’Orfeo
The Crucible, created by Es Devlin

Table 1: Categories of Case studies and their analysis.

Findings 
Fashion Shows

    In the world of fashion, wherein originality and creativity are highly valued, set design contributes significantly to enhancing the 
overall impression of the fashion show. The set features a concept that reflects the brand identity, designer’s individuality, and values 
and showcases the collection of garments designed.

Dior’s Spring Summer 2023 womenswear show 
Concept

     The “progression of nature” was the concept used by the French Artist Eva Jospin for Dior’s Spring Summer 2023 womenswear show 
at Paris Fashion Week. Maria Grazia Chiuri, creative director of Dior’s womenswear division, proposed the idea to build the architec-
tural grottos. The label described the collection as a “gallery, forest, cave: the artist’s universe explores interiority, mystery, with those 
energies that constitute a fundamental component of femininity” [8].

Space planning 

    Jospin tried to replicate the elaborate and sculptured forms of the Buttes Chaumont grotto in Paris, the frescoes in the Palazzina 
Cinese in Palermo, and the decorative architecture of Villa Borromeo Visconti Litta in Lombardy for the Dior set. This entire cardboard 
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structure was placed in the center of a circular space. Around this setup, seating was neatly arranged for the show.

Figure 1: Set for Dior’s Spring Summer 2023 womenswear show.

Lighting and Sound

      Inside, the building had low lighting, which emphasized Jospin’s use of materials and rolling topography. The show began with an in-
terpretive dance performance that wound through the set and around the runway, choreographed by brother-sister Dutch dance team 
Imre and Marne van Opstal. Complementing the collection’s theme, the highly expressive choreography borrowed from Renaissance 
art reimagines the concept of rebirth via symmetrical motions and sculptural forms. The entire collection hinted at strong silhouettes 
through the female gaze, right down to the dancers, and even a powerful soundtrack featuring Björk.

Material and Technique

     The artist works exclusively with cardboard, combining sculpture and architecture to create perspective environments and spatial 
settings. The installation was constructed using sheets of corrugated cardboard that were fixed to a wooden frame. To mirror the in-
tricacy and the curved structure of the relief the artist herself works with a hand-electric sander to chisel through the form and carve 
ornate details [9, 10].

Bottega Veneta Autumn Winter 2024 womenswear show 
Concept

   Influenced by the dark times we live in, Bottega Veneta’s Fall/Winter 2024 collection was a reflection on the cactus flower that 
blooms in a desert’s flaming heat. Intending to celebrate the ordinary, the designer, Matthieu Blazy elevated the commonplace to the 
spectacular. In his opinion, the cactus flourishes in barren environments so these Murano glass cacti represent perseverance and hope 
as well as strength, protection, and adaptability [11]. 

Space Planning

     Large-scale glass blooming cacti, handcrafted by Murano artisans, spurted from corners in their blossomed forms and adorn Botte-
ga Veneta’s FW24 presentation in Milan. They contrast with Le Corbusier’s LC14 Cabanon seats, which have burnt wood. The fashion 
house made 350 wooden stools specifically for the Milan presentation, which took inspiration from the south of Italy.

https://clareus.org/csse
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Figure 2: Le Corbusier’s LC14 Cabanon stool and large-scale glass flowering cacti.

Lighting and Sound 

     Here, behind the glow of tropical cactus, the attention was drawn to Matthieu Blazy’s works for the upcoming season, which shone 
with an ethereal orange hue. Playing on the theme of a nighttime desert, the key colors of the collection include burnt orange, fiery 
burgundy, and pale blue. Wind and eerie echoes of the night blended into a natural soundtrack that enveloped the big warehouse.

Material and Technique

    The stools have a scorched wood finish inspired by a traditional Japanese technique, giving natural protection to the wood while 
revealing the distinct patterns of the grain in the finish. Bottega Veneta applies the same Japanese technique to the entire flooring of 
the FW24 show in Milan to continue Le Corbusier’s touch throughout [12-14].

FENDI‘s SS21 haute couture show

Figure 3: Bureau Betak’s Fendi SS21 haute couture.

https://clareus.org/csse
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Concept

     Bureau Betak thought beyond the box for the FENDI SS21 haute couture show in Paris, during COVID-19 while still adhering to safety 
regulations. The digital fashion show was aired live from Palais Brongniart. Models were seen moving through a set of glass cases, all 
of which were fashioned like FENDI’s well-known double-F monogram. Dreamy, flowing shapes and a much-needed touch of romanti-
cism were included in his collection. The show travels a unique path from the British Bloomsbury to Rome’s Galleria Borgese, “drawing 
from seemingly diverse inspirations, from the visual language of Bernini’s Marbles to Virgina Woolf’s time-travelling, gender-blurring 
novel Orlando,” according to FENDI.

Space Planning

    The glass rooms that models who have walked the runway are decorated with patterned marble flooring and miniature gardens, 
and when viewed from above, reveal the FENDI brand figure F. Kim Jones, the creative director, separated the one show into two 
videos based on how the stage would be portrayed. In the first film, the stage is transformed into a runway devoted to achieving the 
standard poses and compositions of a fashion show; in the second, motifs are used in ways other than adornment to curate a chapter 
as a constellation of stories. The two videos simultaneously show a bird’s-eye perspective of the entire stage. Through repeated pro-
jections, this perspective serves to showcase the world of the FENDI. While the onsite show reproduced most of the elements, apart 
from the mirrors used to choreograph the impression of endless space, the models were exhibited like mannequins, with about half of 
the number of collection pieces for an average year. This meant that the circulation pathways were extended, which more accurately 
speaking meant that the runway could have been half the length it was before. The set for the show also referenced the author in a glass 
labyrinth decorated with bookcases to create intimate “rooms of their own”

Light and Sound

    The first segment of FENDI’s Couture S/S 2021 digital exhibition (part 1) begins with a recorded recitation of an essay by British 
writer Virginia Woolf titled Orlando (1928). To establish the tone for the collection, Kim Jones opened his first haute couture show for 
Fendi with a statement that spoke to the enigmatic nature of words: “English words are full of echoes, memories, and associations - 
naturally.” For many ages, they have been there in people’s lives, on their lips, in homes, on the streets, and in fields.

Material and Technique

    Bureau Betak created a lovely and enigmatic glass labyrinth to embody the idea of the English fashion designer. The use of strange 
bookcases, little trees, and beds of wildflowers helped the designers create a warm ambience overall, even with the often chilly glass. 
An all-star cast of models was lit up by neon lights that lined the runway and the tops of the exhibits. However, the first portion of 
FENDI’s haute couture spring-summer 2021 collection was given a dreamlike, magical touch by the reflections on the glass [15-17].

Concerts

     When it comes to concerts, the foundation for the set and stage design is based on the music and overall concept of the artist’s album. 
Each visual element and prop is retained to support the artist and produce an aesthetically captivating background. To increase excite-
ment, add dramatic moments, and improve audience engagement, special effects are frequently synced with the music and lighting.

https://clareus.org/csse
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The Weeknd’s stage set at the Coachella music festival

Figure 4: A colossal scarred mask developed from a 3D scan of The Weeknd’s face is the 
centerpiece of Devlin’s design for the musician’s Coachella performance. Courtesy Es Devlin.

Concept

     The theme of Es Devlin’s set is Afrofuturism, which has gained popularity since Black Panther and brought attention to Africa’s al-
ready developing artistic landscape. For a while, the designer was fascinated by the concept of “portraiture” in concert performances, 
especially when it came to the application of masks, makeup, stage personalities, and alter egos.

Space Planning

    Abel Tesfaye wowed spectators with his distinctive tracks, inspired by recurring themes of post-breakup agony and unrequited 
love, against a 30-foot-tall, cracked mask and unwavering projection-mapped lighting. Detailed with striation and a large scar, Devlin’s 
computer-modelled mask of the singer’s face fits her interest in creating “alter egos” for the singer. The face is accompanied by a huge 
clawed-hand sculpture erected beside it. At the beginning of the set, the face parts in two at the scar to create a large opening for the 
singer to emerge.

Light and Sound

     A colossal, scarred mask developed from a 3D scan of the musician’s face tilted precariously on stage, with lights and video projects 
adding to the spectacle. More drama is added throughout the performance, as projection-mapped lighting plays across the surfaces of 
the two sculptures and a series of large screens behind. The 30-foot-tall installation changed shape during the performance with layers 
of mapping projection that lifted the structure; the films were created by Strange Loop, The Weeknd’s long-standing collaborators. The 
never-ending task of delivering accent and musical emotion without contaminating projected light was met with perfection by Jason 
Baueri’s lighting.

Material and Technique

    A 3d scan of Abel’s face formed the basis of a CNC-cut negative mould from which a fibreglass positive was formed. The face is ac-
companied by a huge clawed-hand sculpture erected beside it. Both were fabricated by the California-based company Artistic Enter-
tainment Service [18-21].

https://clareus.org/csse
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The 1975’s latest world tour

Figure 5: The 1975 live in Brighton.

Concept

   Tobias Rylander, the designer of The 1975’s viral set featuring a house, claims that stage designs are becoming more and more 
monotonous due to the dependencies on social media algorithms for visual inspiration. designer Tobias Rylander created the stage 
architecture, which is composed of enormous pieces taken from residential interiors and has the appearance of a demolished home. 
While it gives the impression of a cosy family sitcom from the 1990s, the team also brings up the concept of memory, alluding to classic 
depictions of the “American home” or suburban landscapes while paying homage to Steven Spielberg blockbusters from the 1980s, 
like ET and Edward Scissorhands. 

Space Planning

     Featuring an intricate setup that resembles a house, it appears more appropriate for a theatrical production than a live music event. 
The home has no internal dividing walls to prevent sight lines from being obstructed, much like an actual theatre set. Instead, columns, 
windows, and freestanding doors serve as room boundaries. There’s even a spiral staircase and a small roof section, sturdy enough 
to hold up Healy during performances.

    Using a combination of architectural references and stage design from theatre, the team began to carve their concept of a home, 
which is a two-story house that has been opened and expanded for production. Every band member has their own “room” within it, 
however movement between rooms has also been considered, and the set as a whole can change. 

Light and Sound

    The designer’s use of light extends to video and projection design as well as stage lighting. Because Tobias and Healy (the singer) 
had similar tastes in art and architecture, they worked together to create a location for this project that would enable them to interact 
more closely with their audience throughout the performance. Relying heavily on his training as a lighting designer, he created a string 
of pioneering shows for the band over the years that used nothing but lights and video projections to create three-dimensional sets.

https://clareus.org/csse
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Material and Technique

     Throughout the tour, the band members also filled the set with framed family photos and furnishings from their actual homes. The 
designer aimed it to be more monochrome and more generic. Production company PRG developed a novel modular framing system 
specifically for the house, which made it possible for the intricate set to be quickly disassembled and packed down into touring boxes. 
The system, which was created especially for touring, is made of square aluminum tubes that can be piled into grids and clipped to-
gether to create a scaffold-like structure. The floors, roof, and even a portion of the stairway may all be formed from this skeleton set 
by applying various finishes.

    Once the set has reached the end of its life, the modular parts can be returned to PRG for reuse in future builds instead of going to 
waste, which is what often happens to custom set builds. The system was born out of a working group called Redefine Design [22-24].

Nature Concert Hall

Figure 6: Nature Concert Hall.

Concept

    The nature concert hall is an amalgamation of science, video art, music, and theatre. It is an exploratory, interactive mood event in the 
open air, which has been taking place in Latvia since 2006. A unique venue in Latvia hosts the annual Nature Concert Hall, a multi-me-
dia educational and interactive event about nature and sustainable development. The purpose of the nature concert hall is to increase 
the public’s understanding of EU-protected habitats and their proper management. Ambient music concert “Nature’s Concert Hall” is 
created at the interface of science and art - scientists, musicians, poets, photographers and filmmakers jointly create a show, the main 
character of which is nature. Since 2006, the Nature Concert Hall has been gathering thousands of families to focus on a specific species 
in nature and, through it, to increase understanding of nature protection measures in the specific habitat of this species.

Space Planning

    This circular pavilion, designed to resemble an earthworm’s natural habitat, was constructed by Didzis Jaunzems Architecture for 
outdoor music and light shows. The architects created a building that tells the tale of the earthworm and its underground home. Three 
openings cut into the pavilion imitate wormholes, while the sinuous patterning on the dark background reflects the creatures in their 
subterranean habitat. Having the largest earthworm populations in Latvia, the floodplain meadows in Dviete and Burtnieki were 
chosen as the two locations where the pavilion would be installed. During performances, its round facade serves as a massive video 
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projection screen for the earthworm-inspired light works.

Light and Sound

     Every year, Latvian scientists collaborate with the musicians of Dabas Concert Hall to produce twelve brand-new works honoring the 
year’s hero. Some years the character’s environment and character require calm, meditative music suitable for meditation in various 
forms - other years rhythmic themes are created reflecting the character. The festival’s many sciences, visual art, music, and dramatur-
gy components come together to convey the earthworm’s tale fully, with the ultimate goal being to inspire attendees to take action for 
environmental conservation in addition to learning new things about the natural world.

Material and Technique

    A pair of steps passes through the center of the 14-metre-diameter structure, which rests at a 45-degree angle atop a four-story 
gridded structure. This allows for quick mobility during performances. The transparent mesh covering the openings becomes invis-
ible when light is projected from the back of the pavilion, giving the musicians the appearance of dynamic silhouettes that resemble 
earth-eating worms. In addition, the openings can be used as an additional surface area for light projections to be cast onto from the 
front [25-27].

Theatre/ Play

    The use of visuals in theatre enhances the experience of the actors interacting with the story by turning it into a space. It plays an 
important role in setting the entire mood of the play, providing context and depth to the environment. The production brings the story 
to life, binding the audience into the narrative and creating a lasting impression.

Theatre Basel’s production of Verdi’s Rigoletto

Figure 7: Moving elements for Verdi’s Rigoletto at Basel Opera.

Concept

     The play narrates the tale of Rigoletto, a humble court jester employed by the arrogant Duke of Mantua, who humiliates his workers 
and boasts of his extensive list of loves. French interior designer Pierre Yovanovitch put together a modern, movable design scheme, 
focusing on a sad plot and the universal themes of retribution, innocence, and power. This creates a bold yet simple canvas for the 
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psychologically complex plot. The intention was for the scenography to provide a neutral backdrop for Rigoletto’s complex plot.

Space Planning

     The dramatic stage design by Pierre Yovanovitch for Theater Basel is realized as a center structure made up of three revolving walls 
that are painted red and blue to resemble abstract flower petals. The choice of bold colors and a streamlined installation reflect the 
powerful and layered storyline. These walls move along a 360-degree circular track, turning and shifting positions as the storyline 
evolves. For the characters, every position provides a unique background. Complementing the central feature is a sweeping white 
staircase that curves along the background and a sculptural chandelier hovering atop the rotating walls, casting ambient lighting with 
its minimalist, concentric rings. Finally, the designer populated the vibrantly modern opera stage with custom furniture pieces. 

Light and Sound

     The use of lighting design complemented the overall scheme, highlighted key moments, and allowed for easy differentiation between 
the various moods. The curved walls’ vivid red, blue, and white hues were purposefully chosen to highlight the acts’ changes through-
out the performance and to frame the characters. Yovanovitch, during the interview with Dezeen, “I wanted to stick with contemporary, 
bold colors and materials to complement the level of the drama unfolding with the show and to also distinguish one act from the next.” 

Material and Technique

     Explaining how the set was constructed, the set designer stated that everything was made specifically for this production and wasn’t 
necessarily meant to be used again after the performance. Traditional staging materials were used to build the walls and stairs, and a 
combination of wood, upholstery, metal, and lighting elements were used to create the bed, sofa, and chandelier. While designing all 
aspects of the set, the team worked with the theatre to construct everything using materials they typically incorporate for their stage 
design [28-30].

Dutch National Touring Opera’s production of L’Orfeo

Figure 8: Studio Drift creates dramatic shifting Ego sculpture for Dutch opera L’Orfeo.
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Concept

     To design the set, Gordijn considered the opera inside a modern framework. Orfeo’s constantly changing emotions, she concluded, 
are their most ageless features. The character changes from his normal self to an extremely strong person when everything around 
him crumbles, which marks the beginning of enlightenment. The designer aimed to convey his viewpoint, which is first constrained 
and then entirely altered, granting him both freedom and vulnerability. The performance is a minimal and modern manifestation on a 
digital-age stage, described by Gordijn as ‘where technology is used to create visual effects that are impossible in a “real” situation and 
to sculpt an experience where dance, music, voice, sculpture become one voice’. The concept of employing a block appealed to Gordijn 
because she saw it as the pinnacle of man-made form because of its inflexible angles, stiff lines, and static state—aspects that are also 
evocative of bricks, books, and homes. The installation hangs above the heads of the performers and changes shape to represent the 
inner world of the characters on stage.

Space Planning

     Studio Drift has created Ego, a kinetic sculpture made of 10 miles of ultra-fine nylon, for the Dutch National Touring Opera’s produc-
tion of L’Orfeo. There are 10 kilometers of the thread, suspended in a rectangular prism shape. A puppeteer is tasked with controlling 
the Ego through software. Gordijn created the huge geometric figure known as the Ego to represent Orfeo’s feelings. At first, Ego ap-
pears on stage as a translucent, inflexible block that houses Orfeo and represents his constrained perspective on the universe.

Light and Sound

    Using the right illumination, Ego can appear solid or transparent. As the opera progresses, Ego starts to change in unimaginable 
ways, changing from a curtain-like droop to what appears to be a spider web being dragged diagonally from a single silk thread. These 
changes are synchronized with Orfeo’s emotions and deeds. Ego transforms into a boat in the second act, which Orfeo uses to cross a 
river and enter the underworld.

Material and Technique

     The most advanced technology in current times mixed with the oldest opera. Specifically created for L’Orfeo, the kinetic sculpture 
EGO is a handwoven block that is managed by motors and algorithms. Thin nylon wire was used to create it by hand at the studio’s 
workshop. It took four employees a whole week to weave one side. To give it a more flowing appearance, she made this form out of 
hair-thin reflective Japanese fluorocarbon thread, similar to a fishing line. The block changes its form and status to represent Orfeo’s 
ideas and viewpoints which is made easier by eight motors that are fastened to the block’s corners. They are connected to a computer 
that runs software and an algorithm created by Studio Drift, which moves the corners following prearranged choreography. The sculp-
ture’s motions can be instantly extended or shortened by one of Studio Drift’s staff members to guarantee that Ego moves in perfect 
sync with the live music [31-34].
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Figure 9: Es Devlin’s The Crucible set features cyclical rain installation to symbolize “chaos”.

The Crucible, created by Es Devlin

Concept

    The Crucible is a tale about the misuse of authority. Taking place in 1692, many the town’s female residents are prosecuted and 
accused of being devil-aligned. The first thing you see as you walk into the theatre is a stage that looks like it’s surrounded by flowing 
water, designed by Es Devlin. It is genuinely magnificent, a sight that is instantly stunning and a true achievement of inventive stage 
design. This stands in a contrasting position to the relatively simple staging that is used throughout the play, with few items that move 
about as the events change. However, with a cast like this conveying the story, a play like this doesn’t need more set pieces. 

Space Planning

     There is an installation that makes rain in Es Devlin’s set design. A trapezoid shape that was angled and built into the ceiling serves 
as the focal point of the play. This creates a scene that audiences see for the first time when they take their seats before the play starts: 
illuminated rainfall from custom bars strung in a strip at the front of the stage. Mounds of earth surround the rear of the stage; how-
ever, they are not immediately visible unless you look closer. As actors rearrange the furniture between scenes, the rain serves as both 
a scene-changing and ambient effect on the stage. The usage of chairs, which the performers rearrange in response to the drama’s 
developing circumstances against the backdrop of the downpour, is another essential component of the set design.

     The play starts with forty chairs placed in exact rows to represent a church congregation, but as the play progresses, the furniture 
is scattered all over the place.

Light and Sound

     Tim Lutkin’s lighting design masterfully carries out the director’s intention to have action take place in the background. In a remark-
ably ingenious stroke of staging, the back of the stage is lit to show events happening momentarily before disappearing in darkness 
once more as characters relate specific incidents. Along with a glistening hard-tiled floor that feels properly Puritan, scenes are altered 
with such nimbleness that at times it feels like a visual trick. The backdrop occasionally lights up to feature snaps of quiet action as 
characters converse in the foreground.

https://clareus.org/csse


Visual Storytelling and Spatial Design in Live Performances

https://clareus.org/csse 17

Material and Technique

    Rain bars spaced 150 millimeters apart create a consistent shower of water that is collected by a gutter at the base of the stage, kept 
in a closed system, and then reused by the installation several times. Because of their simplicity, glazed tiles were used to cover the 
stage floor. They restricted the variety of materials to invoke the restricted resources that this community would have had access to 
[35-38].

Inference

     These diverse case study collections demonstrate that the only thing coming in between producing brilliant outcomes is a designer’s 
creative freedom and skill set. The case studies also illustrate various methods used by the many artists to achieve the goal because 
of the distinct purpose and aim behind each location. Each of these projects has a backstory based on which the designer builds the 
concept for space.

     Every fashion house has a brand story and the collection’s specific theme, which includes forthcoming trends, needs to reach its au-
dience, not only through the textures and color of the fabrics but also a background that elevates the entire experience and none of the 
case studies let down. Even at concerts, the bond between the performer and their song as well as their relationship with the audience 
is what creates an unforgettable experience, and the staging and graphics that assist the performer enhance this immersive element. 
When it comes to theatres, the design of the auditorium and the way it is lit both influences how the space is laid out and contribute to 
the drama that heightens the intensity of the narrative.

Limitations

     First of all, the spatial constraints of performance spaces can make it difficult to create staging pieces, sets, and props that both suit 
the performers’ practical needs and successfully communicate the intended mood and story of the show. Moreover, designers must be 
creative and modify their concepts to fit the particulars of every location to strike a balance between practicality and aesthetic appeal.

    There are challenges when integrating technological elements such as lighting, sound, and special effects. Furthermore, financial 
limitations frequently compel designers to come up with innovative ways to realize their visions within budgetary bounds. This could 
include prioritizing which design features are most important, looking into different materials, or working with other departments to 
find new uses for already-existing resources.

    However, these constraints are not the main topic of this work. This paper won’t go into additional detail about the issue at hand. 
In order to effectively express tales, inspire emotions, and improve audience engagement, set designers apply a variety of creative 
processes, techniques, and innovations. This article aims to explore these innovations and techniques. Regarding potential issues that 
may arise throughout the design process, these earlier-mentioned constraints are broad in nature.

Conclusion

     There are countless opportunities for creativity, expression, and connection on stage when visual storytelling and spatial design are 
combined; this combination will continue to shape the performing arts in the future.

     Set designers create dynamic environments that evoke mood, atmosphere, and character dynamics through the intentional manipu-
lation of space, light, colour, texture, and form. Moreover, the collaborative character of spatial design and visual narrative encourages 
interdisciplinary collaborations between directors, designers, technicians, and actors, resulting in ground-breaking breakthroughs 
and remarkable performances.

     Even as technology develops, live performances will always be appealing because they serve as a constant reminder of the priceless 
excitement that happens when audiences and artists interact in real time and share in the wonder and beauty of humankind. 
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     We are stepping into new imaginative spheres where the lines between fact and fiction blur and the magic of theatre is revealed right 
before our eyes as we continue to investigate the potential of visual narrative and spatial design in live performance.
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